
 
New Mexico Chapter of the American Society of Safety Professionals Proudly Presents: 

43rd Annual 2019 Professional Development Conference 

Keynote Speaker Dr. Frank Etscorn 
 

For Sir Isaac Newton, it was seeing 
an apple drop from a tree… 

For Archimedes, it was watching 
the water rise when he lowered 

himself into a bath… 
For Dr. Frank Etscorn—a 

behavioral psychologist who 
specialized in studying nausea—it 

was a mishap in his basement lab…. 
 

Dr. Etscorn is the first patent holder for the nicotine patch to help cigarette smokers break the smoking habit.  The 
Habitrol patch is marketed by Ciba-Geigy Pharmaceuticals of Switzerland and he has patents pending in Europe.  
Dr. Etscorn, now a professor of psychology at New Mexico Tech in Socorro, New Mexico, received his bachelor's 
degree in psychology from Western in 1971 and his master's degree in experimental psychology from Western in 
1973.  He received his doctorate in experimental psychology from George Peabody College in Nashville.  After 
graduating from Peabody, Dr. Etscorn moved to New Mexico Tech as an assistant professor of psychology, 
becoming a full professor and dean of students in 1985. He received the university's Distinguished Teaching 
Award in 1990. 
The nicotine patch, the concept for which he discovered after he accidentally spilled liquid nicotine on his arm, 
has earned Dr. Etscorn numerous honors including the first "New Mexico Inventor of the Year Award." The patch 
was hailed as one of the best products of 1992 by Time Magazine and Fortune Magazine. Dr. Etscorn's research 
has been featured on Good Morning America, CBS News, The Today Show, ABC News, Prime Time and The 
Discovery Channel and in articles in The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Time, Newsweek, U.S. News 
and World Report and The Chronicle of Higher Education. 

Resister Online at: https://nm.assp.org/events/2019-professional-development-conference/ 

Direct Questions to Kelsey Forde klforde@parvaticorp.com or by phone at (505)967-8917 

 

2019 Professional Development Conference 
April 23 – 24, 2019 @ Sandia Casino Conference Center in ABQ 


